13 September 1831. 




(Ireland.) 



BILL 

To make Provision for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, in certain Cases. 



Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
ill the Committee. 



^ 111 © 3 the Peasantry in many parts of Ireland are in 

a state of great Poverty and Destitution, and it is highly 
desirable to check the habits of Mendicancy prevalent in that Country, 
and the evil effects on Society occasioned thereby, by means of a Pi o- 
5 vision for the Relief of such Poor Persons who from age or infirmity are 
unable to support themselves ; It ^trtfott CnacteU, by The 
KIN G’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from 
10 and after the passing of this Act, every Body Corporate or Sole, Owner, 
Proprietor or other Person, whether Ecclesiastical or Lay, for the time 
being entitled to or in receipt of any Tithes or Tenths arising or pay- 
able out or in respect of any Lands or Property in Ireland, or to or of 
any Composition or other payment for or in lieu of such Tithes or 
Tenths, shall, and such Body Corporate or Sole, Owner, Proprietor or 
other Person is hereby required and directed to pay or cause to be paid, 
in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter expressed, for or in 
respect of the Tithes or Tenths, Compositions or other Payments received 
by them respectively, the yearly Sum hereinafter specified ; (that is 
20 to say) 

IF the clear annual Income derived from such Tithes or Tenths, 
Compositions or other Payments, shall not exceed One hundred 
Pounds, the Sum of Pounds per annum : 

If more than One hundred Pounds, and not exceeding I'wo hundred 
25 Pounds, the Sum of Pounds per annum, and 

so on, at the rate of Pounds per annum for every 

One hundred Pounds. 



Tithes to pay 
an Annual 
Sum. 
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And 
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That from and after the passing of this Act, 
Sinlto' I”' Archbishop, Bishop, or other Ecclesiastical Person in Ireland, to 

an AnnS "hom any Rents or other annual Payments may be payable for or in 
oKdT‘’'“ respect of any Lands or Property let or leased out by such Archbishop, 

Bishop, or other Ecclesiastical Person, or to whom any Fines or Sums 5 
of Money may be payable for Renewals of Lettines or Leases of any 
such Lands or Property, shall, and such Archbishop, Bishop, or other 
Ecclesiastical Person is hereby required and directed to pay or cause to 
be paid in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter expressed, for or 
m respect of the Rents or other annual Payments and Renewal Fines, or 1 o 
other Sums of Money received by them respectively, the yearly Sum 
hereinafter specified (that is to say ;) 



Ifthe clear annual Income derived from such Rents, annual Payments, 
Renewal Fines or other Monies, shall exceed the Sum of 
Pounds, the Sum of Pounds per annum : 



Ifless than 
the Sum of 



Pounds, but exceeding 
Pounds per annum. 



Pounds, 



to bVpSd That the several yearly Sums which shall for the 

oTceof the ‘“".‘’".‘"S '>'= ‘he provisions of this Act, shall be paid on 

Days from the day of the month of 29 

Irrteal- “ by the Party hereinbefore required to make 

the same, into the Office of the Vice Treasurer of Ireland for the time 
being, to be afterwards applied for the purposes hereinafter expressed. 



NonTOmat, “ Enacted, That in case any Party who shall be liable to 

make any such payment as aforesaid under the provisions of this Act, 2< 
shall refuse to pay the Sum or Sums w'hich he ought to pay, or shall 
neglect to pay the same within the period of Tmnty-onc Days from 
the said day of the month of as aforesaid, 

every such Party so refusing or neglecting to make such payment shall 
forfeit to Tlie King’s most Excellent Majesty the Sum of ' ,0 

Pounds for every week which may elapse from the said 

until such payment shall be duly made ; and 
in case any Party liable as aforesaid shall not well and truly pay or cause 
to be paid the full amount of the Sum or Sums required to be paid by 
mm, then and in every such case and so often as the same shall happen qi; 
eve,7 such Party shall forfeit and pay to The King’s most ExcelLft 
Majesty Trehk the amount of the difference between the Sum which he 
may have actually paid and the Sum which he ought to have paid. 

"Swifto , T‘«* ‘“‘“I amount of the Monies which shall 

L'mI.'. Treasurer’s Office under the provisions herein- 

infirmroor. fiofote Contained, shall m the month of m every year- be divided 
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«nd distributed between the several Parishes or Districts in Ireland 
rateably and proportionably, according to the actual number of aged, 
helpless and infirm poor Persons for the time being living within the 
limits of every such Parish or District. 

5 And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of ascertaining the propor- 
tions in which the Monies so paid into the Vice Treasurer’s Office, and 
to be distributed, the 



are hereby required, in the month of every year, to 

make out a true and correct Account of the actual number of aged, help- 
10 less and infirm Poor Persons for the time being living within the Parish 
or District where such shall be resident, and shall cause 

such Account to be duly sent to the said Vice Treasurer’s Office on or 
before the last day of the^said month of in every year. 



And be it further Enacted, That for the purpose of forming a suf- 
15 ficient Fund for the Relief of the aged, helpless and infirm Poor in each 
Parish, wilhin calendar Months next after the passing of this Act, 

the several High Constables or other Collectors of the County Cess, 
Charges and Grand Jury Rates, or Rates and Assessments levied under 
and by virtue of the Presentments of Grand Juries, within the several 
20 Parishes in Ireland, shall prepare and deliver, or transmit to the Church- 
warden or Churchwardens of each and every Parish, a List, containing 
the Names and Residences of all and eveiy Persons and Person within 
such Parish, who shall have been charged with and shall have paid any 
such County Cess, Charges, or Grand Jury Rates, for and in respect of 
25 any Funds within such Parish, within the year next preceding, together 
with the Amount of the several and respective Sums charged on and 
paid by every Person whose Name shall be contained in such List; and 
every such List shall be made out according to the Form in the Sche- 
dule marked (A.) to this Act annexed ; and the Names contained in such 
30 List shall be arranged according to the Amount of the Sums actually 
paid in such year by the Persons whose Names shall appear' in such 
List, so that the Names of the Persons liaviiig paid the highest Amount 
of such Rates shall appear at the head of such List ; and the Names of 
all other Persons shall be placed in such List according to the Amount 
35 of the Sums paid by them respectively ; and when several Persons shall 
have paid the same Amount, the N ames of sucli Persons shall be placed 
alpliabetically according to the letters of their respective Surnames ; arid 
such List shall be signed by the High Constable or other Collector by 
whom the same shall be made, and shall be certified by such High Con- 
stable or other Collector, according to the Form in the said Schedule 
marked (A.) to this Act annexed. 



Returns of 
the Poor to 
be made. 



High Consta- 
bles and Col- 
lectors of 
Rates to 
return Lists 
of Persons 
paying Rates. 
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And be it further Enacted, That after receipt, by the Churchwardens 
of any Parish, of any such List as aforesaid, containing the Names of such 
Persons charged with and having paid such County Cess, Charges and 
Grand Jury Rates as aforesaid, such Churchwardens shall, upon the 
Sunday next after the receipt of such List, affix or cause to be affixed 5 
on the principal outer door of the Church, and of any Roman Catholic 
and Presbyterian Meeting-house within such Parish, a copy of the 
whole of every such List, there to remain so affixed for 
successive Sundays next after the receipt of every such List by such 
Churchwardens; and in case it shall happen that in any Parish where 10 
there shall not be any Church, or any Roman Catholic Chapel, or 
Presbyterian Meeting-house, then and in such case a Copy of such List, 
or of such part as aforesaid, shall be affixed on or at the place appointed 
for posting Notices of Application to Special Sessions with respect to 
Grand Jury Presentments, under an Act made in the Fifty-ninth year 15 
of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, 

“ An Act to amend the Laws for making, repairing and improving the 
“ Roads and other Public Works in Ireland by Grand Jury Present- 
“ ments, and for a more effectual investigation of such Presentments, 

“ and for further securing a true full and faithful Account of all Monies 20 
“ levied under the same;” and if any such Copy of any such List, or 
such part thereof as aforesaid, shall be removed from the door of such 
Church, Chapel, or Meeting-house or other place, or shall be destroyed 
or defaced at any time before the expiration of the last of the said 

successive Sundays, such Churchwardens shall from time 25 
to time affix or cause to be affixed a new Copy of such List, or such 
part thereof, on the door of such Church, Chapel, or Meeting-house or 
on or at such other place as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person who shall during any 
preceding year have paid any County Cess, Charges or Grand Jury 30 
Rates within any such Parish, shall think himself or herself aggrieved by 
the omission of his or her Name from any such List or Copy of such 
List, or of such part thereof as aforesaid, or by any Error or mistake in 
the amount of the Sums stated in any such List or Copy to have been 
charged on or paid by such Person, it shall and may be lawful for any 3^ 
such Person, within the space of Days next after the 

Second Sunday on which any such Copy of such List, or of any such 
part thereof as aforesaid, shall have been affixed on the door of such 
Church or other place of worship, or at such other place as aforesaid, to 
apply to any Two Justices of the Peace in and for the County or Place 
in which such Parish shall be situated, to have his or her Name added 
to such List or Copy, or to have the Error or mistake in the amount 
payable by such Person rectified; and on producing to such Justices 
a Receipt or Receipts from the High Constable or other Collector given, 
to such Person so complaining, for any amount of County Cess, Charges 

or 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




or Grand Jury Rates, it shall and may be lawful for such Justices to 
direct, by Order under their hands to the Churchwardens of the said 
Parish, that the Name of such Complainant, and the Sum payable by 
such Complainant, shall be added to any such List or Copy, or that the 
5 Amount payable by such Person so complaining shall be correctly and 
truly stated in such List or Copy, as the case may require, and such 
Name and Sum, as the case may require, shall be added to and inserted 
in such List or Copy accordingly. 

And be it further Enacted, That such List shall be made and deli- 
10 vered annually during the continuance of this Act; and whenever any 
such List shall be made under this Act, and any Copy thereof shall be 
made and affixed as required by this Act, no Person shall be admitted 
or entitled to vote at any Special Vestry to be held for carrying into 
execution the purposes of this Act. other than such Persons whose 
15 Names shall appear in or be added to such Copy so affixed under the 
provisions of this Act, arfd who shall have actually paid and satisfied or 
bona fide tendered the several Sums specified in such Copy of such List 
so affixed or amended as aforesaid ; Provided always. That no Person 
shall be entitled to attend or vote at such Vestry, the amount of 
20 whose Assessment shall be less than other than 

the Rector or Vicar, Priest, Presbyterian Minister, and the Church- 
warden or Churchwardens, as the case may be, who shall be considered 
as Members of all such Vestries, and entitled to vote thereat in right 
of their office. 

25 And be it further Enacted, That if any High Constable or Collector by 
this Act required to make out and deliver or ti'ansmit any such List as 
aforesaid, shfill refuse or neglect or omit to make or deliver such List, 
or if the Churchwardens of any Parish shall neglect or refuse to affix or 
cause to be affixed Copies of any such List on the Door of any Church 
30 or other public Place of Worship, or at any other place, according to 
the provisions of this Act, or shall neglect or refuse to add or insert in 
such Lists the Names of such Persons, or the amount of County Cess, 
Charges, or Grand Jury Rates payable by any Person, in compliance 
with the Order of any Two J ustices made pursuant to this Act, every 
35 Person so offending shall forfeit the Sum of to be recovered 

and applied in such manner as may appear best to Vestry to be consti- 
tuted under this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That after such Lists or Returns shall have 
been respectively made out and delivered or transmitted, and Copies 
thereof posted as aforesaid in any Parish, it shall be lawful for the 
Churchwardens of such Parish, and they are hereby required, upon 
a Requisition signed by or more of such Parishioners whose 

Names shall appear in such List, or upon an Order from the Lord 
P Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant of Ireland for the time being, to give Notice in the usual 
manner of Notices given for holding Vestries in such Parish, that 
a Special Vestry, consisting of not less than Persons, whose 

Names shall appear in or be added to such Lists, will be holden in 
and for such Parish, for the purposes of this Act, on some day to be 5 
named in such Notice, not being more than Days distant from the 
day on which the Requisition shall have been first delivered to the 
Churchwarden ; and such Special Vestry, consisting of such Persons as 
aforesaid, shall be holden and meet accordingly on the day mentioned in 
such Notice, and shall be deemed a Special Vestry for the Relief of the lo 
helpless Poor in such Parish, for and during the space of 
from the day of their first Meeting. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any 
Persons or more, qualified as by this Act is directed, and 
duly assembled at any Special Vestry duly called in pursuance of this 15 
Act, to proceed from time to time in the execution of the purposes of 
this Act, and in the first place to elect a Chairman to preside at such 
Vestry ; and all Questions to he proposed at such Vestry shall be de- 
cided by the majority of the Votes of the Persons present at such 
Vestry, and in all cases of equality of Votes upon any question there 20 
arising the Chairman shall have the Casting Vote, and in case 
Persons do not attend, then it shall be lawful for the Rector or Vicar, 
the Priest and Presbyterian Minister, as the case may be, and the 
Churchwardens of the said Parish, to constitute a Special Vestry; and 
it shall be lawful for such Vestry to adjourn and to meet again from 25 
time to time as they may think fit and convenient for the purposes of 
this Act, and shall continue to act for Months from the 

day of their first Meeting, and shall then cease and determine, and 
may be renewed in like manner in any year during the continuance of 
this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for such Special 
Vestry from time to time to inquire and ascertain what Funds, or w-hetber 
any, exist in the Parish, for Relief of its Poor, either by Collection on 
Sundays at Church or Chapel, by Charity Sermon or otherwise, and 
whether such Funds are sufficient for the relief of the helpless Poor, or 33 
to what amount Assistance may be required for that purpose ; and such 
Vestry shall in all cases take into consideration the character and 
conduct of the poor Persons to be relieved ; and it shall be lawful 
for such Vestry to inquire into and to superintend the Collection and 
Administration of all Money to be raised, collected and applied, and 40 
of all Funds and Money whatsoever applicaWe to the Relief of the Poor 
of such Parish. 



And 
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And be it further Enacted, That every Special Vestry to be established 
under the autliority of this Act shall cause Minutes to be fairly entered, 
in Books to be for that purpose provided, of all their Proceedings, 
Resolutions, Orders and Transactions, and an Account of all Sums of 
^ Money received applied and expended under their direction ; and such 
Minutes, Proceedings, and all Accounts and Reports of such Special 
Vestry, shall belong to the Parish, and be preserved with the other 
Books, Documents, Accounts and public Papers thereof, and shall be 
annually laid before Parliament, or an Abstract thereof, if required. 

IQ And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for such Special 
Vestry to nominate and appoint the Clerk of the Parish, or, in cases 
where there is no Clerk, any fit and discreet Person, to enter all Minutes 
and tb keep all Books and Accounts relating tb the Poor of the Parish, 
and to attend the Special Vestries held under this Act, and to perform 
such duty as shall be required by such Vestry in the execution of this 
Act ; and such Vestry are hereby empowered to fix the yotrly Salary to 
be paid tb such Clerk, not exceeding the Sum of 
in any one year, and such Salary shall be paid out of the Money to be 
raised for the relief of the Poor. 

20 And be it further Enacted, That in every Parish in which such 
Special Vestry shall be held for the purpose of this Act, there shall be 
kept a Poor Roll or Register of the Poor of the Parish, in the Form in 
the Schedule to this Act annexed, marked (B.) ; and no Person shall be 
admitted on such Roll whose case shall not have been previously 
25 examined and inquired into by the officiating Clergyman, or Priest, or 
Presbyterian Minister, in such Parish, or by some Member of such 
Special Vestry, testified by a Certificate thereof, signed, in the Form in 
the Schedule tb this Act, marked (C.) ; and upon the productibn of such 
Certificate at any Meeting of siich Special Vestry, it shall be lawful for 
^0 Such Special Vestry to direct that the Names of any such Person or 
Persons shall be inrolled on such Roll, either as permanent or temporary 
Paupers, with the Sum paid and allowed to each such Person, either 
monthly or quarterly, or at such periods as the case may require. 

And be it further Enacted, That whenever it shall be determined at 
any Such Special Vestry held in any Parish, that it is expedient that art 
Assessment should be made on the Parish for the purposes of this ACt, 
a Certificate of such determination shall be prepared, setting forth 
whether any and what Funds exist in the Parish for the relief of thd 
Poor, from what sources derived, permanent or otherwise, whether 
they are sufficient, and if not sufficient, what amount of Assessment 
will be requisite for the wants of the helpless Poor of such Parish for 
One Year or for Six Months, so far as the wants Of such Poor ahd the 
circumstances of the time being may enable such Vestry to determine ; 

237. and 
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and such Certificate shall be signed by the Chairman of such Vestry, 
and shall be transmitted by such Chairman to the Secretary of the 
Grand Jury, to be by him entered on the List of Presentments at the 
then next ensuing Assizes for the County in which such Parish shall be 
situated. ^ 

“'nteed I That every such Certificate shall, when 

Praentmmts Secretary to the Grand Jury, be entered and inserted 

by such Secretary on the List of Presentments to be submitted to the 
Grand Jury at the ensuing Assizes of the several Counties in Ireland, 
to be presented by them, and submitted to the going Judge of Assize, lo 
and Bated by him ; and the Amount of such Presentment shall be levied 
at the same time and in the same manner as any other County Cess or 
Grand Jury Rate ; and such Sum so levied shall be paid to the County 
Treasurer in like manner as all other Money levied under Presentment 
of the Grand Jury, and such Treasurer shall be considered accountable, l J 
and his Securities for him, as in all cases of County Presentments and 
Public Money ; and the Amount of every such Presentment for the 
relief of the Poor shall be paid by such Treasurer out of any Money in 
his hands, within Days next after the Assizes at which such 

Presentment shall be made, to the resident Minister of the Parish, or to 20 
any Treasurer or Collector appointed by such Special Vestry, who shall 
give a Receipt for the same, and shall apply and dispose of the same in 
payment of the Allowances to be made to the helpless Poor of such 
Parish, according to the directions of such Vestry under the authority 
of this Act. ^ ^ 

25 

Sr". 5 l/ke"^a Enacted, That in all Assessments paid in by virtue of 

PreLntmcnt -^ct, it shall be lawful for such Grand Jury and they are hereby 
required to make a Presentment for the Amount to be raised from off 
the Parish or Townland in any County respectively, and for such pur- 
pose the aforenamed Certificate shall specify the Townland requiring 30 
Presentment for relief of its helpless Poor. 

"Idb'of Enacted, That the entire Rate charged or assessed upon 

ptrs o’f lind, “"y '« U'e firet instance be paid by the Occupier of the said 

=“ree; and the said Occupier shall be at 
liberty to deduct or retain out of the yearly Rent payable out of his ,r 
holding, one Moiety of the Sum which shall have been paid by such 
Occupier in discharge of such Rate, notwithstanding any clause, 
covenant or agreement contained in any lease or agreement for a leased 
or whicli shall be inserted in any lease or agreement for a lease, to the 
contrary thereof. 

40 

always, and be it Enacted, That where there are or shall 
d.d”c" be two or more successive Landlords or Lessors, it shall be lawful for 

eyery 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 9 ) 

every intermediate Lessor to deduct from the Rent payable by him to 
his immediate Landlord or Lessor, such proportion of the Rate paid by 
such intermediate Lessor, pursuant to the provisions of this Act, as the 
yearly Rent received by such intermediate Lessor out of the said Lands 
5 bears to the yearly Rent which he bon^ fide pays to his immediate 
Landlord, any covenant or agreement contained or to be inserted in 
any lease or agreement for a lease to the contrary thereof in anywise 
notwithstanding. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no deduction of any 
10 Rate payable under this Act shall be a discharge of any half-yearly, 
quarterly or other payment of Rent due by any Lessee or Occupier of 
Lands, so as to prejudice the right of any Landlord or Lessor thereof to 
enter for breach of any condition contained in any lease thereof, or so 
as to prejudice the right of any Landlord or Lessor to recover the pos- 
15 session of any Premises by ejectment for the nonpayment of the Rent 
thereof, but that it shall be lawful for such Landlord or Lessor to pro- 
ceed for the recovery of such Prennses by ejectment as effectually as if 
the entire year’s Rent or half-yeaidy or other payment thereof out of 
which such deduction is allowed or ought to be made, had remained 
20 wholly due and unpaid to such Landlord or Lessor. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of 
the Peace assembled at Petty Sessions for the District in which any 
Parish is situated, upon application of any Member of the Vestry of 
such Parish where an Assessment for the Relief of the Poor shall have 
25 been adopted and shall be in force, to commit to the nearest Bridewell 
or Gaol, for any period not exceeding 0 )te Week, any Person found 
begging in such Parish, provided it be proved to the satisfaction of such 
Justices that the Persons, so found begging are strangers in such Parish, 
or, if not strangers, have the means of maintaining themselves from other 
30 sources. 

And be it further Enacted, That inasmuch as an Association has 
existed in the City of Dublin for many years, and has been found emi- 
nently beneficial in that City, and is knowm by the name of The Asso- 
ciation for Suppression of Mendicity,” it shall be lawful’ for the 
35 Managing Committee, or Majority of Managing Committee of said 
Association, in each and every year in which they shall think fit, from 
and after the passing of this Act, to forward Presentments to the Grand 
Jury of the City of Dublin, for whatsoever Sum of Money they shall 
consider necessary for the annual support of the object of that Associa- 
40 tion : Provided always, That said Presentments shall previously have 
been approved and certified by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland for the 
time being, and be subsequently presented by the Grand Jury of the 
City of Dublin, and Assessments be accordingly levied as all other 
Grand J ury Assessments in said City. 

237- C SCHEDULES 
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SCHEDULES to which this ACT refers. 



Schedule (A.) 



LIST of Persons in the Parish of who have 

been charged with and have paid County Cess, Charges, or Grand 
Jury Rates, for any Land within such Parish, in the Year ending on 
the day of 




1, H. G., High Constable of [or, 

Collector of the County Cess, Charges, or Grand Jury Rates in the 
Parish of ] Do certify. That the above List 

contains a true and just Account of the Names of all Persons required 
to be returned by me under an Act made in the Second year of the reign 
of King William the Fourth, intituled, [here set forth the Title of this 
Act.] 

(signed H. G. 

High Constable of [or. 

Collector of Grand Jury Cess in the Parish 
of 
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